Nini News
Newsletter of
RSPCA Llys Nini Animal Centre
Serving the Cardiff to Swansea
area

August 2020
Strange Times but Llys Nini didn’t close
Perhaps this edition of the Nini News should be called “The Strange Times” because it has been a very strange few months but through lockdown, although not
open to visitors and volunteers, Llys Nini Animal Centre has been open for animals. The staff have been in everyday to look after the animals in our care.
When lockdown eased a little, we started to rehome animals ” virtually” via the internet, people saw the animal of their choice on our website, home visits were
done by video and then we delivered the animal to their new homes. We are now
rehoming by appointment with all the details on our website.
The worrying thing during the lockdown was that we had to close all our shops and
cancel all our fund raising events. That resulted in Llys Nini having practically no
income so we had to put our thinking caps on and start to do things differently,
mostly on social media. We had virtual dog shows, auctions, dog walks, cat shows
and more. Then you, our loyal and fabulous supporters, rose to the occasion and
started fund raising for us in your own homes. Thanks to everybody working
together and doing such a fantastic job, Llys Nini stayed open and not one animal
in need was turned away.
Our charity shops are beginning to re-open and thankfully start raising funds for us
again. At the moment, in order to make them Covid-safe, we can only open the
bigger shops and then for reduced hours each day. The shops are doing
everything they can to return to normal but our priority is to keep people safe.
So a huge THANK YOU to everybody who has done so much during these strange
times.
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What does the future hold?
We don’t have a crystal ball but we are
concerned about a possible influx of
animals when people start to go back to
work and school.
The Kennel Club have found that one in
four people in Britain have
admitted to impulse buying a puppy during
lockdown. They agreed that they had done
little or no research into what it means to
be a responsible pet owner.
We also know that people have also been
acquiring kittens. We can understand that a puppy or kitten or any pet has
been a real help to people who have had to isolate, especially those living
on their own or young families with children to keep amused. Pets have a
positive impact on
people’s well-being but what happens when their owners have to go back
to work or the puppy/kitten grows or gets ill?
The Kennel Club study found that 41% of those who purchased a pup did
so to have a lockdown companion, while 27% said they wanted a
four-legged friend to help them through this challenging season.
They also found that, sadly, nearly one in four pandemic puppy buyers said
they could have unintentionally bought from a puppy farm, with 15% expressing worries about costs such as insurance, food, and vet bills.
We can see trouble ahead, many people who have bought a puppy or
kitten have made no provision for its care when they go back to work. Will
they decide to give the young animal up for adoption, will they realise what
damage an unsupervised puppy can do during the day while they are out?
Will they realise that it is just not fair on a
young animal to be cooped up all day by
themselves? Have they factored in the
cost of neutering/spaying, vaccinations,
parasite treatments and what will happen
to the animals if they are not treated?
The list goes on and we are readyng
ourselves for an influx of young
post-lockdown animals.
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Although the Animal Centre currently remains closed to drop in visitors, we
are pleased to announce we are now able to offer a click & collect service for
a selection of Burns dog foods. If this proves successful we hope to add
more products soon.
Please show your support as all sales through our shop contribute to our animal welfare efforts.
Place your order now - https://form.jotform.com/201981427258359
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Hedgehogs need our help.
A quarter of British mammals are at risk of extinction. Conservation
organisations have worked together to produce the first official Red List
for British mammals.
Out of the 47 native mammals, 11 are at risk of extinction, including the
much-loved hedgehogs and water voles. Five are near-threatened and
four have an unknown status due to lack of information.
Reasons for the decline in British mammals differ depending on each animal, although the
usual suspects such as destruction of natural
habitat, use of chemicals and introduction of non-native species remain at the top of the list.
Hedgehogs have decreased by about 46% over the past 13 years. Scientists think it is due to
an
Increase in farming, habitat fragmentation in urban areas, and the continuing loss of suitable
environment over the years.
Hedgehogs are a gardener's friend, as they eat snails, slugs and insects, so there is no need
for slug pellets and other harmful chemicals in the garden. Did you know that slug pellets are
very harmful to both hedgehogs and birds which eat snails and slugs?
What we can do to help:
Make a hedgehog a home
Leave areas of the garden 'wild', with piles of leaf litter and logs. These are an attractive nest
as well as a home for the invertebrates (slugs, beetles) that hedgehogs like to eat.
Making an artificial home can be as simple as placing a piece of board against a wall or something a bit more complicated.
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Feeding hedgehogs
Food and fresh water will encourage hedgehogs to return. Leave out foods like tinned
dog or cat food (not fish-based) and crushed dog or cat biscuits. Specialist hedgehog
food is also recommended and can be bought from wildlife food suppliers or on amazon
etc.
Never feed hedgehogs milk as it can cause diarrhoea; instead provide plain, fresh water
in a shallow bowl.
Hedgehog-friendly gardening
Cover drains and holes and place bricks at the side of ponds to give hedgehogs an easy
route out. Cover swimming pools overnight and when not in use.
Check for hedgehogs before using strimmers or mowers, particularly under hedges
where animals may rest. Check compost heaps for nesting hogs before forking over.
Build bonfires as close to time of lighting as possible and check them thoroughly before
lighting.
Remove sports or fruit netting when not in use to prevent hedgehogs becoming
entangled, and getting injured.
Slug pellets can poison hedgehogs and should only be used as a last resort. Instead try
using one of many "natural" alternatives, like sprinkling crushed eggshells or coffee
grounds around the plants you need to protect. If you have to use pellets, place them
under a slate which is inaccessible to hedgehogs.
Hedgehog hibernation
Hedgehogs usually hibernate between November and mid March and animals must have
enough fat reserves to survive hibernation. Making hedgehog homes in the garden and
providing food will help hedgehogs.
Juvenile hedgehogs weighing less than 500 grams during late autumn will need help to
survive the winter. If you find a juvenile in the garden or a lethargic adult out in daylight
hours, it probably needs help. Use gloves and pick it up, put it somewhere out of the rain
and cold and call the RSPCA Inspectors on 0300 1234 999
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How to help your cat when you go back to work
Sarah Tapsell, RSPCA clinical animal
behaviourists, said:
All cats are individuals and some may
enjoy human companionship and time
with people more than others. This
means there will likely be some cats
who are enjoying the increased time
spent with their owners during lockdown whereas other cats may be happy to have more quiet time when you return to work.
Whichever kind of cat you have, cats can be sensitive to change, and so a change in
routine can cause stress to your cat. It is important to make any changes gradually,
whilst still ensuring all their needs are met.
Before going back to work it's a good idea to gradually reduce the amount of interaction
you have with your cat to help them prepare for your return to work. For some cats, a
sudden reduction in interaction could lead to stress and frustration as the cat's expectations are not being met, although others may be happier to have less interaction.
It's important to try and identify how your cat is feeling especially if they are doing something that is unusual for them compared to how they are normally. A cat who seeks more
interaction from you and maybe plays more roughly with you may be frustrated or bored
and struggling with the reduction in attention. A quiet and withdrawn, or more irritable cat
may be stressed and in need of their own space. It can be useful to recognise this so you
can give them their own time and a safe place to rest. If you know your cat well, you will
likely know where their favourite places are.
Once you do go back to work, ensuring you still spend quality time with your pet when
you return, and doing things which they enjoy such as playing or grooming is also important in helping them get used to any changes.
Top tips for preparing your cat:
Any changes in routine should be introduced gradually.
Ensure your cat has hiding places and elevated resting places which help relieve stress
for cats by offering them a safe place to hide.
Ensure you aren't over handling your cat to try and comfort them. Being picked up or
followed around can add to their stress if this is not their choice.
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Gradually adjust your routine to what it will be when you return to work i.e. feeding times
and frequency, play times with you, or if they'd rather have some alone time. For
example, approaching you with their tail held up with the end pointed horizontally is a
friendly greeting and a cat that is hiding needs to be given space.
Help prevent boredom whilst you are at work by providing puzzle feeders, toys and
scratching posts - this is especially important for indoor cats
Your life may become a lot busier after lockdown but it's important to ensure you still
spend quality time with your cat every day
Alice Potter, RSPCA cat welfare expert, said:
Compared to dogs, who are a highly social species, cats naturally live in small family
groups and can often cope with a more solitary life. This means they can sometimes
seem aloof to us and at times, just want to do their own thing without us.
But even if your cat isn't a fuss loving, attention seeking lap cat they can still get stressed
from your return to work so take time to make the transition as smooth and stress free as

How to help your dog when you go back to work

Most of us have been home much more than
we usually are and our pets, whatever species, are now used to the extra company,
interaction and play time. They are going to
find it difficult to adjust when we go back to
work. Here are a few tips to help them:
Sarah Tapsell, an RSPCA animal behaviourist, said:
“Changes in routine are something a dog can
adapt to, but it's important to think ahead and

begin to make gradual changes before you
change your routine again when you go back
to work. Even the most resilient of dogs can get worried sometimes.”
Top tips for preparing your dog:
Gradually change the timings of your dog's routine to the way they will eventually be. If
the time you feed or walk your dog has changed due to lockdown then slowly start to
change it back to how it was before.
Begin to gradually return your dog's routine to normal before it has to change. Consider
the amount of walks, location and times that are part of your dog's normal routine.
Gradually adjust your walks to match this.
Begin to gradually decrease the amount of attention you give your dog, and increase
the time they spend on their own. This may include not playing with your dog every time
they ask or not stroking them every time they nudge you. Don't completely ignore your
dog as this may confuse them, but do give them something better to do like a comfy
bed to lay on or a tasty chew to settle with.
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Give them a routine as close as possible to the one they'll experience when you go
back to your normal routine. Help your dog spend more time alone by encouraging
them to rest in their own bed or keeping them in a separate room while you do
something else.
Give your dog clear signals about when they can be involved in interactions and when
they need to occupy themselves. Chew toys or interactive toys your dog can use without
you can help you to do this.
Try to keep interaction time for when you will be available once your routine is back to
normal, for example in the evenings after dinner.
You may also want to think about leaving the house without the dog to help your dog to
gradually get used to this part of their routine again. However, if your dog shows any
distress when left alone then pause your plans and seek the support of a qualified
behaviourist.
If you are returning to using a dog walker, friend or family member to care for your dog
while you are busy they might be very excited or even a little apprehensive having spent
time with only you. It can be useful for you to remain home on the first walk or two, just
in case your dog needs any extra support from you.
RSPCA dog welfare expert, Dr Samantha Gaines, added:
Always introduce changes gradually and in a positive way, using only positive, rewardbased training. And if you have any concerns about how your dog will cope, it is always
best to seek advice from a qualified behaviourist who can support you throughout the
changes.
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Happy Tails
Our Rocky was dealt the hardest cards in life. He came to
us with so many health issues & was a very poorly boy.
The most serious was his eye problems, our wonderful
vets St.James did everything they could to try & save his
sight but very sadly both eyes had to be removed.
Throughout all the treatment & trauma Rocky remained
the happiest, friendliest most loving boy ever . No dog
has ever shown such courage & strength of spirit!
It is therefore the most wonderful news to announce that
Rocky has found his new family & forever home. He was
so excited to be going home !
We have to give a SPECIAL MENTION to all our amazing
staff & volunteers who have sat in Rock’s kennel &
literally nursed him back to health, with such dedication &
love. They give their heart & souls to not just Rocky but
all our animals. I know we will all miss him so much.
August has been a great month for our long
stay animals and we have another one to
add to the list!
Long term resident Ares has gone to his new
home.
After waiting in kennels for 7 months, he’s
finally found his person.
Go and live your best life Ares!

Theon has been at the centre for 472
days and today was the day he went to
his new home.
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Happy Tails
Not the usual furry Happy Tail, but we just
had to mention our very own Mags and Brian who celebrated their Golden Wedding
during lockdown
They have volunteered at Llys Nini for over
20 years, and are at
every Mutt Strutt and Dog Show no matter
what the weather.
Even during lockdown, Mags was beavering away at home, dealing with all the new
Safe Haven signups!
Congratulations guys-here’s to many more
years of wedded bliss.

And on a sad note
It was with great sorrow that we have had to
say goodbye to one of our staunchest
volunteers Lesley Gowan.
Lesley and her husband Dave volunteered
at Llys Nini for many years. They used to
drive the animals down to the vet every
week, and did many other jobs and kindnesses for our animals.
Lesley will be very much missed by her Llys
Nini family.
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Needing Homes

This handsome fella is Coco.
He is a typical old dog, a little on the deaf side and the old eyes
are clouding up.....but.....he still enjoys a good plod around followed
by.... a nap.
He also loves having a fuss and loves his grub.....followed...by a nap.
So if you have a comfy spot in your home to accommodate Coco
we would love to hear from you. Coco would prefer to be the only animal in
the household, and may be able to live with children of secondary school
age.

Say Hello to Madam Fleur.
She was originally from us as a kitten,
unfortunately she came back to the centre as her
owners could not cope with her. Fleur has
tendancies to swipe on occasions but does like
attention on her own terms.
She is looking for a patient owner who is able to
provide her with the understanding and space she
needs.
Due to Fleur's history she would be best suited to
an adult only home with no other cats.
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As we mentioned on the front page, there has been lots of fundraising
activity going on through the whole lockdown period, and even if you have
followed it all on our social media, we wanted to take this chance to remind
you of some of the highlights and also take the chance to say Thank You.
We were delighted to be one of the three chosen
Lord Mayor’s charities in 2019. In June we were
invited along to the Guildhall to collect the cheque
for our share of the £30,000 that was raised.
Huge thanks to Peter Black,
(now ex) Lord Mayor of Swansea.
Easter came along in early lockdown. This is traditionally a very busy time
event wise for us, so we really wanted to keep this tradition going.
Thank You Tom Long for donating an amazing Easter cake for auction and
Thank You Gill (one of our stalwart cattery volunteers) for making the
winning bid.
A huge Thank You to the Easter Bunny as well, who made made surprise
personalised calls all over the Easter weekend.

We wanted to join in with the
whole of the nation in saying
Thank You to the NHS and
keyworkers. This powerful picture
of some of our amazing
keyworkers and their charges
touched lots of hearts.
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We appealed for our friends and supporters out there to become “At
Home Heroes” and raise funds for us from home.
The response was fantastic and some brilliant stories of how money
was raised came in to us.
We had a sponsored swim (in the bath), a tomato plant street sale, a
sponsored silence, little Rhys who made cards, bracelet makers, dog
treat makers (and deliverers), cupcake bakers, honey sellers, smashing
open a “Pot of Dreams”............
We have said it before, but we never cease to be amazed by you!!

Ellie, Lynsey, Molly and Nicole from St James Vets all
ready to start their Lands End to John O’Groats (and
back) challenge to raise money for us. Wow girls!
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Thank You so much to Nicky
and her gang at The Junction
in Blackpill. They kindly
donated their tips to us!
We love you guys.
This is such a lovely doggy
friendly venue that always
supports us-go along there
and treat yourself to a coffee
and a cake.

The team at Pets at Home Fforestfach have
been as super supportive as
ever raising an amazing £500 for us in their
Spring/Summer Campaign which was fantastic
considering the difficult times.

The Community Team at Morrisons Morfa put
our collection buckerts at their till points and
raised over £140 for us.

The guys at mpmwristbands donated branded face
visors to us so we could be safe in our shops.

Such amazing friends, supporters and partners!
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Due to lockdown, 2020 has brought a different style to our
events-we have ventured in o the Virtual World and even
though it has brought lots of challenges, it has also
brought a lot of fun and has enabled people from far and
wide to get involved. Our “virtuals” have included an
Easter Bonnet Parade, Cat Competition, Mutt Strutt,
“Live Streamed” Dog of the Year Show (including 3 new
categories-Lockdown Hero, Best Action Shot and Best
Selfie) sponsored by Wags Doggy Boutique in Killay and
Burns of Kidwelly, and an online auction .
Since measures have started relaxing, we were bowled
over by the amount of donations we were receiving so held
a mega Bric-a-Brac sale in the marquee.
We are looking forward to organising new events, both
virtual and “real”
Please be assured we will always make sure that anything
we arrange will be as safe as possible. We will keep you
all updated and hope to see you all soon in one way or
another.

15

If you have any unwanted clothes of household goods please feel free to
drop it off at any one of our charity shops across South Wales.
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We have 12 charity shops across our branch area.
They are hugely important in raising funds for the
Animal Centre and our other animal welfare work.
Our work for animals very much relies on the income
from the shops.
They sell mostly donated clothes and other household items. ALL the profit from our shops comes
directly to Llys Nini. Just like Llys Nini, the shops
need volunteers, some work in the shops while other
people collect clothes and other things from friends
and family, or even have donation days in work, for
the shops.
Anyone organising a clothing collection can contact
Debbie on 01792 892293, to have the van collect the
bags.
Please help in any way that you can, just contact the
manager in your local shop to see what you can do.
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Did you know that you can now sign up to
Safe Haven on line:
Just clink the link to find out more?
http://www.rspca-llysnini.org.uk/
sponsorship.php
When you take out a Safe Haven
sponsorship, we will tell you which animal
space you are sponsoring and you can
even visit Llys Nini to see the animal that
you are helping to rescue.

"WILL YOU HELP US" SCHEME
Llys Nini and PGM Solicitors have teamed up to
bring you the "Will you Help Us" Scheme. For a minimum donation to Llys Nini of £20 you will
receive a voucher for a significantly discounted Standard Will with PGM Solicitors - the
discounted price for a single Standard Will is £80 plus VAT (usually £150 plus VAT) and a pair
of Standard Wills for a couple is £130 plus VAT (usually £250 plus VAT). It couldn't be easier to
claim: just fill in the online form and make your donation - you will receive a discount voucher
for your Will and a team member from PGM Solicitors will be in touch with you to arrange your
Will appointment .
http://www.pgmsolicitors.co.uk/private-clients/making-a-will/making-a-will/
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