Nini News
Newsletter of
RSPCA Llys Nini Animal Centre
Serving the Cardiff to Swansea
Region May 2017

Champ, Daisy and Bella
These 3 dogs are Champ, Daisy and Bella and are just 3 of a number of dogs rescued by RSPCA
Inspectors and brought to Llys Nini. All the dogs were in poor condition when they arrived but are
now well on the way to recovery. However, Champ arrived with a dislocated hip and like Daisy is
nearly deaf and blind. All 3 dogs need surgery on their ears. After years of neglect, their ear
canals are susceptible to continual infection and vets say the only way that they can be pain free
is to remove the ear canals.
We have had to put out an appeal to ask for help towards the cost of these operations. The good
news is, you, our supporters and animal lovers, have already donated half the amount needed.
Champ has already had his hip operation and is making slow but steady progress.
Both Daisy and Bella have found forever homes, but will need to
come back for their ear operations. Just look at the pile of
medicines that Bella’s new family had to take home!
All 3 are happy and loving dogs and will be a huge asset to any
family. If you can give Champ a home, please come and talk to
us at Llys Nini. If you would like to contribute to the dogs’
treatment you can do so in the following ways:
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In the last Nini News we told you about the
volunteers who cut our willow stands and the
children from Penllergaer Primary School who
helped us plant our willow maze.
Well a few months on, it looks great, as you can
see from this amazing photo taken for us by our
friends at SkyCam Wales using one of their clever
drones.
It looks so good that Your Cat Magazine are going
to run a story on it in their July issue.
The maze is part of our lottery funded environmental project which will help wildlife and benefit
the local community.
Hundreds of people visited Llys Nini and enjoyed
the maze as part of our Alice in Wonderland Trail
at Easter, a great event which lasted for 2 weeks
and helped us raise lots of money for the care of
the animals at Llys Nini

The funny looking contraption below is
one of 2 sand martin nesting sites which
we have built and which will be erected
by the new ponds.
They are artificial nesting sites, made of
a wooden face, with holes, leading into
pipes behind which the birds can safely
breed.
We hope that the summer migrants will
spot the site this year and return to breed
next year.
Over the past 50 years the
European population of
sand martins has crashed
on two occasions as
a result of drought in
the birds' African
wintering grounds.

For the first
time, we believe
that there are
herons nesting
on site near the
ponds.
2

Thanks to the volunteers from
HSBC Business Specialists, we
have managed to survey all our
dormice boxes on site. We are
delighted to find that over 90% of
them are occupied ..... But not by
dormice. The majority of them
had blue tit and great tit nests but
there was a field mouse in one of
them.
We may not have dormice at Llys
Nini (yet) but we know that we do
have rare yellow necked mice,
although we didn’t see them this
time.

Volunteers from the University of Trinity St David's Swansea
came to help us on the “Big Plant 11/03”.
Well done everyone! It's amazing what we can achieve when
we come together! Thanks to everyone who showed up, the
Rotary Club of Swansea for sponsoring us, Sophie Jenkins and
James Lewis for making us look good, TSDSU Swansea
Events for organising us and The Woodland Trust for providing
the trees!
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Footpath improvements
Part of our plan to make Llys Nini
a nicer place to visit is to improve
our footpaths. We have been
lucky enough to have a grant
from the Post Code Lottery to
undertake this work.
The grant has enabled us to mark
the paths properly, put in gates
and stock fencing. The added
benefit is that we can now have
cattle on site to graze the grass.
This is far more environmentally
friendly than getting a farmer to
cut the grass with a tractor and
will encourage more wild flowers
and other plants which support
our ever increasing wildlife population.

A local farmer will be lending us some belted
Galloway cows to graze the land.

Although we have some money
from the Lottery towards the cost of
a wildlife hide, we don’t have
enough. As we write this news
letter, we are approaching funders
to help us make up the difference.
Ideally we want a wheel chairfriendly hide, so everybody can
enjoy watching the wildlife, they can
help raise funds for the animals by
buying a cuppa and a snack or ice
cream in the Centre.
There are very few grants that will
help us pay for the care of the
animals at Llys Nini, so we are
using what grants there are to
make Llys Nini a nicer place to visit
and raise funds from our visitors.
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Some of our Facebook followers spotted
this ad for a Marmoset for sale in Swansea
and alerted us via social media.
Poor Lola was being kept alone in a tiny 3
foot cage, next to the family dog’s bed.
We passed the concerns on to the RSPCA
who sent an Inspector who took Lola to
place of safety, where she can mix with
animals of her own kind, have a proper diet
and the care these exotic animals need.
Thank You to everybody who messaged
us.
The RSPCA are campaigning for the
keeping of primates as pets in Wales to be
made illegal - and believes this incident is
another example of why the practice
should be brought to an end.
Neill Manley, RSPCA Inspector, said:
“Sadly, some people like the idea of
keeping a monkey as a pet, but this is
another example of how unsuitable they
are.”

After nearly 10 years as Llys Nini’s Chief Executive David Stokes has retired. Llys
Nini owes David a large debt, he improved our systems and management, thereby
saving us time and money. He and his management team grew the number of
charity shops thereby increasing our income so we could help more animals.
David has had a huge influence in developing Llys Nini into a successful and
sustainable charity. We really hope that he enjoys his 6 day a week retirement—
only 6 days because David has agreed to come in 1 day a week to help out.

Paul Richards has joined us as Llys Nini’s new Chief
Executive. Paul comes from a media background with
a track record of commercial success. He is also an
animal lover. We are sure that Paul will help Llys Nini
to help more animals in our new bigger Cardiff to
Swansea Branch area.
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Thanks to the children of
Ysgol Gymraeg Tan y Lan
Morristo who raised £69 for
the animals with their Animal
Paintings ! It was a pleasure
meeting you all - visit us
again soon

If you are running a fund
raiser in school or work
and want to visit Llys Nini
for a presentation visit,
please call Emma or
Debbie on 01792 892293

Chase Group volunteers and fund
raisers from Cefn Hengoed School
are pictured left. Thank You for the
cheque guys. Nice to see you.

Shop Make Overs
Our Albany Road Shop in Cardiff has had a
make over but is now open again for
business, while Wellfield Road Shop is
currently being updated and spruced up. All
our shops make a huge contribution to our
work for animals, so don’t forget to donate
your old clothes to them and visit them for a
great bargain.
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Milly’s award
Llys Nini has given Milly a special award in
recognition of her hard work in raising funds for the
animals.
Milly from Pennard may be young but she has
been our top fund raiser in a number of Mutt
Strutts, her and her dog Jessy, have raised over
£600.
Well done Milly and thanks from all of us here.

Our charity shop operation is our single
biggest fund raiser. All our staff and
volunteers work really hard in collecting,
processing and selling the stock to raise
funds.
However, our shops are more than fund
raisers, they are also community assets,
they offer a place to volunteer and
socialise and some of our shops also
support and train people in retail; people
who may be long-term unemployed or
have other needs.
Congratulations to Claire from our
Neath shop who came second in the
National Annual Awards from Rathbone
Training for the support and help that she
has given placements in her shop.

Milly and her award in the picture with Gary the
Centre Manager, Sally the Kennel Team Leader
and Sid the dog.

Ellie is one of the team of inspectors based at
Llys Nini. She is a wildlife specialist, who not
only rescues animals in distress but often
takes them home to care for them before they
can be transported to a wildlife facility. She
has been awarded this year's Jeanne
McBride Animal Collection Officer of the Year
Award. We are all very proud of her.
Ellie will receive her award at a ceremony at
the Law Society in London in June.
Sally, Llys Nini’s branch chair person, will
also receive the Queen Victoria Gold
Medal at the same awards.
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Thank you to the 100s of dogs and their people
who strutted their stuff in the Gnoll Park . It was a
great day, everybody enjoyed meeting up and we
made lots of money for the animals.

Easter Bunny at
Llys Nini
The Easter Bunny
made a special visit to
Llys Nini to help us tell
people about looking
after rabbits and to
enjoy the Alice in
Wonderland Trail.
The weather was
great and we had
chocolate, ice cream
and FUN!
We have to say a big thank you to
the Easter Bunny who not only scattered Easter eggs around for people
to find but who also got into the spirit
of the Alice in Wonderland trail and
dressed up as the White Rabbit for
us on the day!
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A great night of music,
nibbles and an auction.
Thanks to the Liberty
Stadium for hosting us and
everybody who helped and
came.
Celebrating their wedding anniversary at new heights
Fair play to Debbie and her little legs and husband Steve.
They climbed Snowdon, all the way up and all the way down
and got their friends to sponsor them.
They were raising funds for Champ and
Daisy’s operations.
Debbie always looks so glamorous but
poor dab, she did find the climb a bit
taxing, but well done anyway.
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These are a few pictures of
Bella in her new forever
home.
Bella was spotted by her
new family when one of
them came to Llys Nini to
volunteer with HSBC. They
fell in love and the rest is
history.

“Hi there. I just wanted to share a photo of Penny
the cat we adopted back in February. She is so
adorable and has settled in so well with us as you
will see from the photo. Thank you so much.”
Rachel

From Hell to
Luxury.
Hank and Gus are really
landed and have
adapted well from their
puppy farm days to
being well loved and
looked after pooches.
They deserve everything they are getting!
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This is Smudge and he is just over 20 years
old. He was one of the first cats to be adopted
from Llys Nini when we opened 20 years ago in
April. Smudge is probably one of our oldest
cats.
Smudge lives with Rita, one of our wonderful
volunteer fosterers.
These 2 tiny kittens are Eric and Ernie. They are
only a few days old and so are a couple of Llys
Nini’s youngest cats. They are also being looked
after by Rita

Reunion Sassy and her pups
Sassy came to Llys Nini in a very
poor state and pregnant too. She
had 5 fabulous pups and was a
great mother . Sassy and all the
pups have found great homes and
most of them had a reunion lately.
They were so pleased to see each
other, they just chased and chased
and chased each other—so funny!
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Coco is gentle, calm and loving, yet we were in a race
against time to prevent her from being euthanased. She is
a gorgeous dog and we all loved her.
Coco came to us as a pup, too young to be assessed as a
pitbull type, yet her looks indicated that she was “of type”.
The Law says that any dog displaying pitbull characteristics needs to be assessed at 9 months. If found to be of
type, we would have found it almost impossible to rehome
her. We had a matter of weeks to find her the right home, a
home which the Police would judge to be responsible and
where she could live under restrictions. These include
being muzzled and on the lead at all times when out of the
house.
We were so happy when Lea, an experienced dog owner,
came to meet her and offer her a home. Since going to live with Lea, Coco has been assessed
by the Police as being a pitbull type but they recommended to the Courts that, due to her
nature, she be exempt from having to be put to sleep. Thank goodness, this really is a happy
‘tail’ for Coco,unfortunately 100s of other “type” dogs are not so lucky every year.
The RSPCA say—Breed specific legislation not only fails to protect public safety, but has also
resulted in the suffering and destruction of hundreds of dogs, that are deemed ‘dangerous’
simply because of how they look. This devastates the owners who love them. Sign our
petition calling for the UK Government to launch an inquiry into this ineffective law.
https://www.rspca.org.uk/getinvolved/campaign/dogownership/bsl
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This gorgeous girl is Sky,
Sky is just over 2 years old and has a fantastic nature,
she gets on well with other dogs and loves a good
game of fetch.
Sky can be a little timid at first but once she gets to
know you she is such a lovable dog.
Sky could possibly live with another dog and children
over 10 years of age.

This Handsome boy is Oliver,
he is a 4 year old Beagle
cross.
Oliver is a very loving dog but
can be a bit timid at times, he
has loads of energy and would
suit an active home with
owners who enjoy the out
doors. Oliver would be ideal to
take hiking, as he loves to
explore and sniff for hours on
end.
Previous experience or a good
knowledge of Beagles would
be preferred.
Oliver could possibly live with
children of 13 years upwards

Meet Crispin & Colton!
The Kittens
These little guys came into the
centre as unfortunately their owner
could no longer take care of them.
They are a little timid at present but
will come round with more
socialising but they are both friendly
boys who love a cuddle and a fuss!
Would be suitable for most homes.
To be rehomed together
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Jose came into our care as unwanted. We have found
him to be a little nervous and unsure of his surroundings. He is looking for an owner who can slowly help
him to build his confidence. He could possibly be
re-homed with dogs, cats and older children (10+
years).
Sanchez came into us due
to his previous owner's ill
health. He is a young
Alexandrine Parakeet who
needs an experienced
owner. He is to live indoors.

Rabbits Fred and Perry
came in to the centre as
strays. They are lovely
friendly rabbits and are
to be rehomed together.

This handsome chap is Groovy
Bob, he is one of our most
playful ferrets. He came back to
us because his adopters’
landlord would not allow them
to keep him in their property.

To find out what animals are currently with us
and needing a home please visit our website
http://www.rspca-llysnini.org.uk

He would like to be re-homed
with other ferrets for company.

How to adopt an animal
Visit the Animal Centre and meet the animals. Talk to the staff to find out which animal
would best suit you. We will give you as much history as we can about the animal and tell
you about the animals’ behaviour in the centre. You will have to meet the animal at least
once before we will reserve it for you; some animals will need further visits after booking.
All family members should ideally meet the animal to ensure the animal and the family are
compatible. If you live in rented accommodation we will need written permission from your
landlord for you to have the animal.
Our aim to match both family and pet to ensure happy endings for both.
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Encourage people to get their cats done by displaying
this poster.
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