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We had loads of fun dodging the showers at the 
Gnoll. We raised £830 for Llys Nini with nearly 300 
dogs taking part. 

Doggies Galore 

We have had 2 hugely successful dog 
shows over the summer. The first at 

Gnoll Park in Neath and our annual Dog 
of the Year Show at Llys Nini 

Llys Nini Dog of the Year          3-legged Benji 

Benji, pictured left with judge Kev Johns, is not new to fame 
and fortune and knows Llys Nini very well. 
 

Poor Benji was first brought to us by Inspector Fadden in 
2006. He had been cruelly treated and had to have one of his 
legs amputated, but this didn’t spoil his personality or even 
slow him down. During his recuperation with us he often 
spent the day behind reception; 3 legs not-withstanding he 
did his best to jump the desk to greet all the people coming 
into the Centre. 
 

Benji was rehomed that year and came back to win Dog of 
the Year 2006 and now he has done it again. Well done Benji 
(you are obviously being well looked after). 
 
This year’s dog show broke all records for attendance and 
raised a huge £5,000+.  Thank You everybody who took part 
and helped. 
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More pictures from the Gnoll Park  Dog Show 

And from our Dog of the Year Show 

Thank you to everyone who came along to our family fun day in July. It was the big-

gest and best show to date. We had well over 600 cars attend and the feedback 

from everyone who came was fantastic. We are so pleased everyone had such a 

good day while helping to raise vital funds for the animals at Llys Nini. Next year’s 

date – coming soon!! 
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Furry Friends  

Shihtzu & Friends, also known as Furry Friends, is 
a group of people brought together through the 
love of dogs, providing natural befriending links. 

The group meets at Gnoll Country Park most Sun-
days, weather permitting, but through the Winter 
will be meeting in a community hall. Only small 
friendly dogs are able to come along;  this will   

prevent risks to others.  

Come and join us, we are a friendly bunch !! 

They may be “barking mad” but they are a 
group of real animal lovers and have given 
Llys Nini a great deal of support during the 
last year. 
These pampered pooches have helped to 
raise funds to help us to help pets in need. 
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 Our bat walk was really exciting. 12 of us made our way around the Llys Nini site in the dark,          
accompanied by Rhiannon from the Wildlife Trust looking, or to be more accurate, listening for bats. 
Rhiannon had brought some bat detectors with her so we could scan the frequencies for the different 
species of bats. 

We spotted common Pipistrelle in the woods and brown long eared bats around the Enviro Hub.  We 
also identified a new species for the Llys Nini site -Daubenton's bats, which showed off some great 
aerobatics on the lower wet field.  

 

The Trust has bought 1,000 head collars thanks to   
funding from Wilkinsons’ carrier bag charity scheme. 

Marianne said “The idea came when I saw cattle wearing 
reflective collars — they were so bright.  It’s ok in the day 
but drivers can’t see the ponies in the dark.  

850 head collars have been claimed so far with 50 of 
these going to the RSPCA Inspectors for use when   
handling welfare cases on the commons. 

The photo shows Chief Inspector Romain, Marianne  
Pettifor and local MP Byron Davies and of course    
Bramble modeling the head collar. 

“They (the collars) will be used on the horses in our 
care,” said RSPCA chief inspector Romain de         
Kerckhove. 

Pettifor Trust’s head collar scheme 
improves safety for horses and  

ponies. 
 

The  scheme is an attempt to protect 
horses and ponies from road accidents. 

Marianne Pettifor of The Pettifor Trust 
launched the initiative to target the  
number of road accidents involving 
horses on the Gower Commons.   
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A pod of about 20 dolphins seen off 
Aberafan beach 19th August this 
year. 
What a fabulous sight 

A sad story with a happy ending, thanks to 
RSPCA Inspector Holly, the Pettifor Trust 
and a kind hearted horse-lover,  Linda    
Cutforth. 
 
This little foal was found  at death's door in 
Swansea.  RSPCA Inspector Holly  was 
called out in July when the animal was   
spotted near Clyne Common. 

Sadly all attempts to try and find the foal's 
mother came to nothing but fortunately she 
was taken in by Linda, while the Pettifor 
Trust picked up the feed bills. 

 

Pampered Pooch dog grooming salon          

sponsored the Clydach council fete dog show 

this year and raised £57 for Llys Nini. 

(Best in show winner Willow) 

http://www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/Week-old-foal-collapsed-outside-Swansea-home/story-26909226-detail/story.html#1
http://www.southwales-eveningpost.co.uk/Week-old-foal-collapsed-outside-Swansea-home/story-26909226-detail/story.html#1
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Injured Dog Found on City Bus 
 
This little dog was found bleeding and scared on a bus in the 
Quadrant Bus Station. Thankfully staff from First Cymru were 
kind enough to wrap him up in a fleece and bring him to Llys 
Nini, where he received some vet treatment and our usual tlc. 
 
CCTV footage seemed to show that the dog had got onto the 
bus by himself and had not been abandoned as  originally 
thought. 
 
Staff at First Cymru named him 
Rover after the bus ticket that he 
obviously had not bought. 
 
The Dog Warden was informed 
but due to his injuries, which    
included a nasty bump on the 
head, he stayed at Llys Nini. He 
made a very speedy recovery and 
was soon bus-tling around his 
kennel. Although we conducted 
an extensive search his owner did 
not come forward so he  was 
found a new home with a loving 
family and can now enjoy life to the full 

Just the Ticket! 

Petplan Pet Insurance—keeping pets safe. 
At Llys Nini we recommend that owners take out pet insurance. 
The insurance will help to pay the vets bills should your pet have 
an accident or get taken seriously ill.  
Cats and dogs adopted from Llys Nini have a period of free    

Petplan cover. We can also sell the  
insurance to anyone who wants it. 
 

The great thing about our arrangement with Petplan is that Llys Nini 
benefits from the commission earned when somebody initially buys 
the product but we also get a follow-on commission when people   
renew their insurance. This results in Llys Nini earning a few £1000s 
every year, which is a big help in paying the for care of the animals 
waiting for a home at the Centre. 
 

Llys Nini has also benefitted from a grant from Petplan, enabling us 
to buy feline forts for our cat pens. They are hygienic and specially 
designed so that nervous cats can hide and feel secure in the fort, or 
can sit above the ground which also makes them feel more secure. 

Lastly, by the look of it, they also make great beds! 
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Joe Allen plays for Liverpool, one of the 
world's most famous football clubs but 
made his name with Swansea City and 
is certainly not getting carried away with 
all of that success. 

Joe and Lacey Allen have given us    
another substantial donation. Lacey sold 
their old clothes on E Bay to raise a fan-
tastic £4,000 for the animals in our care. 

 

When they got married last year they 
asked guests to give a donation to Llys 
Nini instead of presents, the result was a 
£3,000 ! 

Thank you both very much. Diolch yn 
fawr iawn. 

Pont Y Brenin Primary 

School raised £88 for Llys Nini     

Animal Centre through a recent       

fundraiser and donated animal toys and 

treats to the animals in our care. 

Diolch bawb! 

Oystermouth Primary School    
Pupils have been selling tubs of ice cream 

every Friday after school to help with their 

maths skills and to raise hundreds of pounds 

for charity. Llys Nini Received a £150 donation 

back in June. 

 THANK YOU!!  Dioloch!! 

A BIG thank you to pets at home who have 

continuously supported our work at the centre 

throughout 2015. Fforestfach pets at home 

held another fundraising drive for Llys Nini 

back in June and raised £799.45 
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All of our work for animals costs a lot of money 
and we just could not do any of it without the 
income generated from our shops. We have a  
dedicated team of shop managers, deputy 
managers and van drivers supported and 
helped by scores of fantastic volunteers. 
 

Our shop volunteers do a number of things, from sorting and preparing the stock in 
the back, to serving at the till, putting out the clothes, keeping the shops clean and 
tidy and window dressing. 

 
Then there are the people who donate to the shops… people who 
drop off the odd bag at one of our shops, the people who give us 
their unwanted things at Llys Nini and the fantastic group of people 
who actively collect and deliver £1000s worth of stock. One such  
person has been known to badger and cajole friends, family and 
neighbours into giving her their old clothes, even telling visiting    
relatives that they are welcome but they should bring their unwanted 
stuff with them so she can pass it on to us. This person is Diana 
Fadden who lives in Pembrokeshire and has been a  long-standing,     

enthusiastic and determined collector and donor.  Apparently she hoards vast 
amounts of stuff at her house and then persuades long-suffering daughter Julie to 
bring it down to Llys Nini when she visits. Luckily for us, daughter Julie is our own 
“Inspector Julie”, so it is a real family affair! 
Other people, like Janet Ansell, get their colleagues to bring their unwanted clothes 
to work and organise our vans to come and collect. 
To everybody who works in and collects for and donates to our shops— 
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 Change Step Wales Volunteers 

Change Step Wales is a managed peer mentoring 

and advice service for military veterans and others 

recovering from post traumatic stress disorder and 

other issues who want to make positive changes to 

their lives. 
The service is delivered by veterans for veterans and 
aims to support those seeking help for problems    
encountered as a result of military or operational 
duty. The programme offers peer support, training          
opportunities and signposting to relevant health and 
welfare services. 
We are honoured and grateful for their time and help 
and the opportunity to work with them. 

The Rehoming Day, organised by Demi and some of our cattery volunteers 
was a great success. 
Everybody had a good time, but most importantly, lots of cats, ferrets and  
rabbits found (forever) homes. Thanks everyone. 

New Ferret Shed 
Our new ferret shed is open and already full. 
It is lovely ,cosy and easy to clean and allows 
prospective adopters to see the cheeky ferrets 

needing a home. 
The shed was built with the help of a grant from 

Support For Adoption .  
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Great News! We have won a massive £2,500 worth of building materials which will 

be a big help to us in constructing  the wheelchair-friendly board walk through our 
wet woods.  In celebration of the 25th anniversary of Selco’s store in Swansea, they 
held a charity competition and we won! The staff and children in Penllergaer Primary 
School are just as excited as we are about the new board walk!!! 

Latest News on our  Grants 
Big Lottery: 
As you know from previous Nini News editions, we have been 
lucky enough to win a substantial lottery grant to improve the site 
for wildlife and people. 
We have now agreed that the contractor who will survey the site 
and then plan and carry out the building of the ponds, banks and 
other habitats will be the Conservation  Team from the City and 
County of Swansea. They know the site and our wildlife very well 
and will work to protect what is here and enhance the site  in   
order to attract more species and improve the welfare of what is 
already here. 
As part of the grant we have been lucky enough to employ       
Eleanor as our new Conservation Officer. Eleanor will oversee 
the conservation of the site and put on activities for groups and 
families . 
Judith as the Volunteer  Safeguarding Officer, will also be joining 

the team,  to make sure all the needs of our 100s of     
volunteers are being met. 
 

Natural Resources Wales   
and  

the Baily Thomas Charitable Trust 
Will  also fund some of the improvement works, including 
the board walk for disabled people. 

 
WREN: 
Have agreed to fund the Playground and ,hopefully, we should be 
starting that very soon. 
 
All of these improvements will be paid for by  environmental 
grants and will not cost Llys Nini anything but obviously will boost 
visitor numbers and future fund-raising potential  (None of these 
funders will give money towards delivering animal welfare). 
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The Swansea Cat Group is a unique group 
comprising Llys Nini, the RSPCA, Swansea 
Cat Protection and the National Cats     
Protection.  Our aim is to work together to 
improve cat welfare in the Swansea area.  

In Year 1.  The group subsidised the neutering of 
913 cats and so far this year we have helped 
over 500 cats. 
 

Our next task is to recruit some “Cat            
Champions” who will be volunteers ready and 
able to help people with transport and other lo-
gistical difficulties get their cats to the vets. 
 

There will be an initial meeting at Tesco's       
Fforestfach  17th October for anyone interested. 
Details on the poster. 

An unexpected outcome of the close work-
ing relationship built up between the    
members of the Swansea Cat Group has 
involved joint  welfare projects, like helping 
RSPCA Inspectors  to deal with multicat 
households. 
 
However, the situation this Summer with 
unwanted cats and kittens has not really 
improved. Both Llys Nini and Swansea Cats 
Protection have been completely full and 
unable to help all the cats in need. 
 
We therefore need to spread the word that 
cat owners really need to “Get their cats 
Done!”. 
People don’t realise that it is far better for 
their cat’s health to have it neutered. 
 
So we are asking all our supporters to 
spread the word. 
 
Posters can be supplied if you can get them 
into local shops etc. in the SA1 to 10 areas. 
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The stunning Joanne came back 
into the Centre because of a   
family break up.  
She is a lovely cat that hasn't had 
an easy life so far.  
 
She is a timid girl that will need an 
owner who has time, patience and 
experience with nervous cats.  
She has improved so much since 
she arrived and we know she will 
be a very rewarding challenge for 
the right person. 
 
Please come and speak to  
Carole our Cattery Team Leader  
if you think you could offer Joanne 
the home she so deserves.  

 

 

Nero .  

Nero was found as a stray, ill, lonely and very 
unhappy. He is a lovely boy who will make a 
great   addition to your family. 
 
Due to his hard life before coming into Llys Nini, 
he has an on-going skin condition  and is on 
medication; he will possibly be on it for life.  

If you can give him a home please talk to us 
about possible help with his medication. 

One-eyed Rolph came into the Centre as his owner 

sadly died.  
 

He is a good boy but on his own terms.  
 

From what we can see he has been used to getting his 
own way; he doesn't like being picked up at present but 
hopefully, with time, he will settle and be more happy  

with contact.  

Probably not suited to a home with young children 
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Paddy is an 8 year old Terrier crossbreed.  

He was rescued by an RSPCA inspector as he 
was not being cared for. 

 
 Paddy is an active young dog, he walks well on 

his lead and absolutely loves his toys and playing 
chasing games with you as well as having a good 

chew when he can! 
 

Paddy has suffered some facial injuries  but this 
doesn't bother him at all and he knows he’s still a 

handsome boy! 
 

 Paddy could live in a home with teenage  
children. He is a real cracking boy who will make a 

great companion. 

This is Ralfy. 
He is a 6 year old Crossbreed and came in to us as his 

owner was unable to care for him any longer. 
He has an extremely loving nature and personality and 

loves to be around you. 
He also loves going for walks, chasing balls  and     

having a good sniff at every tree and bush he can find! 
 Ralfy will suit a home preferably with someone home 

most of the day-maybe a retired household? 
He would be best to live as the only animal in the 

household and could live with children of secondary 
school age. 

He will make a fantastic companion for a lucky new 
owner. 

Groovy Bob  is a super boy with loads of     

personality and full of confidence. He can get a bit    
carried away at times  and can be a bit rough when 

playing so  because of this we are looking for someone 
who has some ferret experience and he will be a fab 

new addition to his new home. 

Beau.  This lovely bird is Beau and he is a swift parrot 

who will need an experienced owner who has an               
understanding of his needs 

. 
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01656772218 

01639 892396 

Llanelli Shop 

 

Stepney St 

Llanelli  

01554 759809 



 

17 

 

 

 

Swansea Mutt Strutt 2015 


